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lan Rey Osmil, RN

Serves as a registered nurse at Golden Age Nursing
Facility in Guthrie and is living his dream by living in

the United States.

story and photo by James Coburn, Staff Writer

lan Rey Osmil, RN, is living
his dream by living in the United
States where he serves as a
registered nurse at Golden Age
Nursing Facility, located in Guthrie.
He and his wife feel at home
after moving to Oklahoma from the
Philippines.

“l like it here— it's so quiet and
the people here are so nice,” Osmil
said. “That’s what | like about
the people here in Guthrie. They
are smiling and will try to greet
you in the store. You don’t know
them, but that’s a good thing about
Guthrie.”

July will mark his second
anniversary in the US. He and his
wife arrived in Guthrie where she’s
a nurse at Willow Creek Health
Care, also in Guthrie. Osmil has
four Filipino friends working in
Guthrie at either Golden Age or
Willow Creek.

“It’s one of my dreams to come
true. | got to work here,” he said.

Moving to America isn’t easy.
There’s a lot of interviews, exams
and paperwork involved. It takes
patience, he said. For most people
it takes 10 years to immigrate.

“We were lucky. It was less
than five years,” Osmil said.

Osmil earned his Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degree in the
Philippines where he was born
and lived before immigrating to the
United States. He had worked in
emergency medical services prior
to becoming a nurse serving in
a hospital emergency department.
During the COVID pandemic Osmil
was an ER nurse in Qatar for four
months to bridge the gap of a
nursing shortage there.

Osmil worked as a CNA at
Golden Age for six months before
fulfilling the process of attaining his
RN license in the US. Golden Age
offers a two-week certified training

program through the Oklahoma
State Department of Health. To
apply for his RN license, Osmil
submitted his credentials and
background resume from the
Philippines and took the NCLEX
licensure exam issued by the
Oklahoma Board of Nursing.

Osmil said that nursing careers
are basically the same in both
countries. But there are different
brand names of medicine.

He succeeded in becoming
more proficient in understanding
the English language. Osmil says
he has room for improvement,
however his speech is easy to
follow.

He is not foreign to the diverse
complexities of human nature.

“I'm glad | worked here as a
CNA. When | came here as a
nurse, | was also happy. I'm happy
with those residents because they
are so nice. | treat them like
my grandma and grandpa,” he
continued.

The residents and staff
encouraged him when he was
fulfilling his RN credential in
Oklahoma.

Registered nurses have a
myriad of career opportunities.
However, Golden Age’s
environment speaks volumes to

Osmil about best practices and
reasons to stay there.

“Every day inspires me to take
care of them, especially at their
age,” he said. Osmil has also
learned a lot from the director
of nurses and others about how
to communicate and care for
residents.

Sarah Anderson Wise, CNA,
CMA, said, “Being able to take
care of them makes me miss my
own parents because | lost them.
Caring about my residents like |
care for my own family is just
worth it.”

Osmil tells residents to live
their lives at Golden Age the way
they want to, as if they were at
home.

“Whatever you want, just tell
the staff or me if you want
something. Don’t be shy, just tell
us right away,” he tells residents.
‘Just feel at home.”

Compassion motivates him
from day to day to move forward in
his career. He came from a culture
where it is ingrained to care for
the elderly. At first, he wanted to
become a physician. However, he
learned that becoming a doctor is
a very expensive endeavor. So,
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Love of life brought lan Rey Osmil to immigrate from the Philippines to the
United States. He now serves as a registered nurse at Golden Age Nursing
Facility in Guthrie.

OSMIL

Continued from Page 2

hugged me,” Osmil said. “Actually,
he did that as my father.”

Being a nurse has an impact
on his life. Whenever he visits a
hospital, his altruistic nature drives
him to want to help others.

“Not just care but try to help,”
he said.

And he’s learned that he can
achieve his dreams as he did when
coming to the United States of
America.

he took his mother’s advice and
chose nursing.

“l love caring for other people,
and not just other people but my
family also. | guess that’s one of
my strengths,” Osmil said.

He felt grateful when a resident
opened up to him. The man
cried when recounting his life-long
profession. And he thanked Osmil
for sitting at his side for more than
30 minutes.

“That’s my first time that | had
a resident say thank you, and he

For more information about
Golden Age Nursing Facility in
Guthrie or to join the team, visit
https://goldenageguthrie.com.
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Our patented strapping system and certified practitioners set
us apart from self-led stretch routines. Book your first
30-minute stretch for free and feel the difference today.
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RN Provides Gift of Life BESSE

Being a Surrogate Makes
Parenthood Possible

story and photo by James Coburn, Staff Writer

asey Price understands the
struggle parents can endure when
trying to have children. She and her
husband tried in-vitro fertilization after
having two adoption losses.

“We had trouble having our kids,”
said Kasey Price, a registered nurse
on the intermediate care team at
INTEGRIS Health Edmond Hospital.
“After we did | just really feltin my heart
that God grew my heart for those
who can’t have children, and that He
was calling me to be a surrogate,”
Price said. “l found an agency and
got matched with a couple and, just
recently, | had my surrogate journey.
I'm postpartum now. | got matched
with a couple in Texas and it’s a very
wonderful thing.”

The baby’s planning and delivery
was everything she had hoped for.
Price carried a baby girl and handed
her over to her parents at birth, she
said. The baby’s parents and their
newborn are doing well at home.

“It's a very rewarding thing. | think
it's something you have to be called to
do because it is difficult to go through
a pregnancy and come home without
a child. But that was the plan from
the beginning. | knew from the start
that this child is never mine. I'm just
helping to bring her to her parents.”

Sharing her experience with others
is wonderful, Price said. Now she
speaks to others who are considering
surrogacy as a means to help them
plan their families.

Price has discovered that many
people lack a basic understanding of
being a surrogate. The embryo was
never Price’s embryo. The embryo
was conceived by the two parents
and Price’s surrogacy made the birth
possible by sustaining the pregnancy.

“It was a wonderful experience in
our labor and delivery unit,” she said.

Price and her husband have two
girls and a boy of their own, ages 7, 6,
and almost 4. And her nursing career
is tailored so that she’s able to put her
children to bed. Family is huge for her
and her extended family is close to

home.

“We love being outside and playing
sports. | love doing puzzles,” Price
said.

She is grateful for a career that
allows her to help other people reach
their potential and fulfill their own
dreams of family life.

In 2008 Price earned her Bachelor
of Science in Nursing degree at
the University of Central Oklahoma.
She has been with INTEGRIS for
three years, following nine years of
serving in a similar capacity at another
Oklahoma City hospital. Price had
wanted to work closer to her Edmond
home in a smaller hospital setting.

“Coming here is a little more low
key, not quite as stressful. The people
here have been amazing. They all
love what they do and the leadership
has been amazing,” she said.

She cares for step-down patients
between ICU and med/surg as well
as patients dealing with sickness
such as COVID, heart failure, atrial
fibrillation with rapid ventricular
response, hypertension, pneumonia,
among other things . Price usually has
three to five patients while working at
the bedside.

“We are very open to family
members at the bedside being part of
the care,” Price said.

Her patients often  show
improvement, however close attentive
observation is necessary to monitor
changes in patients who become less
stable. Education is key in helping
patients and their family members to
understand medications and disease
processes. Health care tips help
patients from having relapses requiring
further hospitalization.

“For me it’s being there at that
time when the patients may be at their
worst,” Price said of what enriches her
about being a nurse.

She recalls the height of the
COVID pandemic when safety issues
prevented family members from being
at the bedside. It was a hard time, and
yet rewarding for her to experience

Kasey Price, RN, a registered nurse on the intermediate care team at INTEGRIS
Health Edmond Hospital, says she felt God calling her to be a surrogate
mother.

how grateful patients and families
were about the comfort she and other
nurses provided.

“Many of our patients couldn’t get
out of bed respiratory-wise,” she said.
‘It was a big change for them not
being able to function as normal. It
was very scary for them.”

She recalled being with a patient
during COVID, talking with him and
making him feel like the person instead
of a bed number/

“He just stuck out in my mind as
being a true reason why | do my job,”
she said.

Price lets patients know that the
health care team is doing everything
they can to help them recover and go
home as quickly as possible.

“We understand it's a hard time.
Losing that sense of control is often

hard on people. To be understanding
of that is a big part of our job,” she
continued. “To give patients as much
control in the decision making as
possible really helps with their time
here.”

Being a nurse has helped Price
to branch out in life, she said. Price
described herself as not being the
most talkative person in the world,
but the conversations she has with
patients has brought her to expand
upon that.

“That’s an important part of what
we do with the patients. Even if it’s just
for two days and they go home, it's
an important two days to establish a
relationship through communication,”
she said. “It makes them feel more like
a person and not just a bed number
or a diagnosis.”

For more information about INTEGRIS Health Edmond Hospital
or to join the team visit

https://integrishealth.org/locations/hospital/edmond-hospital
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What are
your

“My main hobby is probably
spending time with my
10-year-old.”

“Going to hockey games and
boating.”

“I like working in the yard
gardening. | also like doing
the most current do-it-
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yourself crafts with my girls.
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Health

OU Health
Stephenson
Cancer Centerat |
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Oklahoma Health Jessica Mayberry,m;{N Maso;l Shattuck, RN Alicia Miller, RN ”
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Tobacco Helpline
Can Help Your
Patients Quit

FREE SERVICES INCLUDE:

Online support such as live
group sessions and emails

Encouraging Coach support via text

Encourage your patients ( Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline
to call 1-800-QUIT NOW 11800

or visit OKhelpline.com.

B TSET SoonerCare®

\1-800-784-8669 OKhelpline.com



https://oklahoma.gov/tset.html

Oklahoma’s Nursing Times

April 8, 2024

Page 7

PC Cancer Classic run to benefit OMRF is April 20
Registration is open for the 15th annual PC Cancer Classic 5K race
and fun run/walk to benefit cancer research at the Oklahoma Medical
Research Foundation.

Event details: When: 9 a.m. Saturday, April 20, Where: Eldon Lyon
Park, 7400 NW 36th Street in Bethany, Cost: $30 for 5K, $20 for fun
run/walk

Participants in either event will receive a short-sleeve T-shirt with run
logo while supplies last. First-place male and female runners in the 5K
will receive a gift card. Awards will be presented at 9:50 a.m.

Students, parents and teachers in the Putnam City district have
raised nearly $4 million for cancer research at OMRF since its Cancer
Fund Drive began in 1975. In addition to purchasing lab equipment and
supplies, the cancer drive also established the Putnam City Schools
Distinguished Chair in Cancer Research at OMRF, held by scientist Linda
Thompson, Ph.D. For more information or to register:
http://puthamcityschools.org/cancerclassic.

L

Advance
Your gareer )

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
A traditional, on-campus degree for students who
are not yet licensed to practice nursing as an R.N.

Online RN to BS in Nursing 5 j
For RN’s who want to advance their careers with a 7
bachelor’s degree //' 4
 8-week courses /L
e Finish in as little as 10 months for as low as $8,500
Fast-Track BS in Nursing

For students who have earned a bachelor’s in another Bleld and
want to shift to a career in nursing
® On-campus and hybrid classes

® Finish in 16 months

Online Master of Science in Nursing
e Finish in as little as 16 months
for as low as $15,000

.

Flexible. Affor dé’ﬁ;ﬂ‘ :

DEPARTMENT OF
CCNE Accredited. Nursin g
uco.edu/nursing

UNIVERSITY OF
405-974-5000 CENTRAL OKLAHOMA

THE MISSION IN OUR LIFE
IS IMPROVING YOURS.

Make your life happy, healthy and more vibrant at Legend Senior

Living®, a mission-driven senior living community operated

by the experts in senior living. Here, nothing matters more
than the happiness of the resident - new friends and new
independence await. Live life well at Legend - it's not only a
place to live. It's a place to thrive.

To find Oklahoma locations, scan code or
go to LegendSeniorLiving.com.
Certified

D SENIOR LIVING

SCAN ME
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(AS PUBLISHED IN THE 2023 EDUCATION GUIDE TO NURSING)

Graceland University School of Nursing

Whether you are beginning a career in nursing or advancing your career, we are dedicated
to preparing you as a professional nurse to meet the health care needs of your community.
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Established in 1895, Graceland University has a long history of educating

future leaders, healers and engaged global citizens. That mission continues

within the Graceland School of Nursing. Our nursing program offers pro-

spective students a variety of undergraduate and graduate level degrees offered

face-to-face on our Independence, MO campus and online. The School of

Nursing’s outstanding faculty and staff are eager to assist you in reaching your

educational goals.

Graceland University’s history of educating nurses
dates back more than 50 years. The Division of Nurs-
ing became the sixth academic area of Graceland in
1969 when administrators of the diploma nursing
program at the Independence Sanitarium and
Hospital in Independence, Missouri, collaborated
with Graceland to move its educational base into
the four-year collegiate setting.

A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING DE-
GREE OFFERED IN THE WAY YOU WANT IT.

The School of Nursing offers an accelerated
18-month face to face BSN-RN program in a
commuter campus setting and for the busy RN,
we have online options to pursue your RN-BSN
degree. You will complete your pre-nursing require-
ments at a community college, on the Graceland
residential campus in Lamoni, [A, or at another
accredited university or college of your choice prior
to transferring to the School of Nursing in Indepen-

dence, MO.

The Nursing curriculum is carefully designed to
integrate professional education with liberal arts
and sciences. The program accommodates students
beginning their education in nursing as well as

students eligible for advanced placement. Our
asynchronous online RN-BSN degree includes
specific areas of study allowing registered nurses
to earn a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)
in approximately one year with an organized and
supportive learning environment. Faculty and stu-
dent support counselors at Graceland University in
Independence, Missouri, are there to help you from
application to completion of the online RN to BSN
program. The result is a quality nursing degree that
will put you in high demand, our students graduate
with nearly 100% job placement.

A MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING DEGREE
FOR A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD.

'The world of nursing is constantly changing, and
Graceland’s programs have evolved to keep up.
Based on our decades-long experience in RN-BSN
distance learning, our Master of Science in Nursing
degree programs combine online directed asynchro-
nous learning with a short on-campus focus session.

All programs are fully accredited by the Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)

First introduced in 1994, Graceland offers Family
Nurse Practitioner (FNP) program. The FNP pro-
gram track prepares the RN to care for individuals
and families in a wide variety of health care settings,
including clinics, community-based settings, long-
term care facilities, and hospitals.

The Adult Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Prac-
titioner (AGACNP) program was developed to
prepare today’s RN to assess and manage acutely
ill patients within the in-patient or hospital setting
working across departments from hospital envi-
ronments such as ER, ICU, acute care and many
other specialties.

As Graceland’s newest MSN offering, the Psychiat-
ric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (PMHNP)
program will prepare you to work across the lifespan
with pediatric to geriatric patients providing mental
health care and substance abuse treatment in all
types of healthcare settings in both rural and urban
communities in a field that is not only growing, but
extremely needed in today’s world.

TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL WITH A DOCTOR
OF NURSING PRACTICE DEGREE.

In response to societal needs and a strong commit-
ment to nursing education excellence, Graceland
offer the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) in
Organizational Leadership degree. This highly
sought after online terminal degree will prepare
you for a wide range of high-level responsibilities

in patient care, health care systems, academics and
policy making.

Graceland’s commuter campus in Independence, MO

In 2021, the U.S. News & World Report ranked
Graceland University’s Master’s in Nursing online
programs #1 in the nation. To learn more about the
Graceland School of Nursing, visit our website at
www.graceland.edu/nursing.

Graceland

UNIVERSITY 1895



https://www.graceland.edu/academics/school-of-nursing/

The world is different.

SO ARE WE.

Our focus is on providing an education that fits you and the
world we live in. With face to face and online programs that have
been in place for decades, Graceland’s nationally-acclaimed School of
Nursing is uniquely positioned to offer programs tailor-made for today.

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)
RN to BSN to MSN

Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)
with multiple specialty tracks Scan to find

out more!
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)

FIND OUT MORE

Graceland www.graceland.edu/

UNIVERSITY 1895 Nursing
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Love Family Women’s Center Revolutionizes
Health Care for Women In Oklahoma City

For the first time in 50 years,
Mercy will welcome new life and care
for women in a new women’s center
on the campus of Mercy Hospital
Oklahoma City. The Love Family
Women’s Center will open April 7,
offering a host of new services for
families and women of all ages.

Nearly half, or $43 million, of the
$98 million project was funded by
philanthropy, including a $10 million
donation from the Tom and Judy Love
family, making Mercy’s decade-long
dream a reality.

The hospital’s labor and delivery
and postpartum services have been
at capacity for years, limiting Mercy’s
ability to serve more patients. The
Love Family Women’s Center has 15
large labor and delivery rooms, seven
antepartum rooms, 47 postpartum
rooms and three cesarean section
rooms with pre- and post-operative
recovery rooms. The additional space
allows Mercy to increase from 4,000
to 6,000 births annually.

An obstetrics emergency

department staffed by obstetricians

PONA

" AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION

who can address urgent pregnancy-
related concerns will be open 24/7.
This ER will be the first of its kind in
Oklahoma City.

“Pregnancy is such a vulnerable
time for women. We know those
sudden onset symptoms can be scary,
and patients want to be seen quickly
to be sure mom and baby are okay,”
said Dr. Tori O’Daniel, obstetrician
hospitalist and chair of obstetrics and
gynecology Mercy Hospital Oklahoma
City. “Our obstetrics ER will be there to
provide immediate access for patients
who are at least 20 weeks pregnant
or up to six weeks postpartum.
Patients will be seen by obstetrician
hospitalists who are physician experts
in pregnancy, giving them peace of
mind.”

The state’s first hospital-based low
intervention birth unit is also located
on the first floor of the Love Family
Women'’s Center. This unique space
has four large labor and delivery
suites, each with a queen-size bed
and labor tub. Care for mom and
baby will be led by a Mercy certified

4
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The Love Family Women’s Center opened to patients April 7th.

nurse midwife in a space designed
to give families a natural, home-like
experience just steps away from a
higher level of care in the event of an
emergency.

The center connects to the hospital
via a sky bridge. This allows moms of
babies needing a higher level of care
to have quick, direct elevator access
to Mercy’s neonatal intensive care unit
on the fifth floor.

“The work we do is truly sacred,
and the Love Family Women’s Center
is such a special place to serve
families,” said Laura Beck, Mercy’s
executive director of nursing for
women and infant services. “Our
physicians and nurses helped design
this building based on what is best
for patients. Our teams have been
working to develop programs and
processes to best serve families and
provide a safe, warm, welcoming and
comfortable experience they'll feel
when they walk in the door.”

The center will also house
outpatient services for women
including appointments with lactation
experts and a midwifery clinic where
Mercy’s certified nurse midwives will
provide care from pre-conception
to early pregnancy, prenatal health,
delivery and beyond.

An outpatient pelvic floor therapy

department staffed by highly trained
female physical therapists is also
located on the first floor. The clinic
has a therapy gym and four private
consultation rooms to serve women
of all ages and stages experiencing
pelvic pain, urinary incontinence,
pelvic organ prolapse, chronic
constipation and more.

The center, the result of the largest
fundraising campaign in Mercy’s
history, has been made possible by
a long list of generous donors who
funded nearly half of the project. In
addition to the lead donation from
the Love family, campaign co-chairs
Judy Love and Cathy Keating led the
way in raising more than $33 million
additional dollars for a donation total
of $43.5 million.

“This campaign was led by
women, for generations of women
to come and there could be no
better campaign co-chairs than Judy
Love and Cathy Keating,” said Lori
Cummins, vice president of Mercy
Health Foundation communities.
“They took this project head on just
three months before a worldwide
pandemic brought economic
uncertainty, but it didn't stop the
enormous outpouring of support from
our community and beyond. We could
not be more grateful.”
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First Baby Born at Love
Family Women'’s Center

The Love Family
Women’s Center at
Mercy Hospital
Oklahoma City opened
to serve patients
Sunday, April 7 at 7 a.m.

Baby qirl Lois was
the first baby born at the
Love Family Women’s
Center just after 9 a.m.
Her parents, Lauren and
Logan of Arcadia,
Oklahoma, were excited
to welcome their first
baby girl. Lois has two
older brothers.

She was delivered
by OB/GYN Dr. Jennifer
Strebel who was
assisted by her dad,

Dr. Gary Strebel. Dr. Baby Lois was born two hours after opening.
Gary Strebel is also an

OB/GYN and delivered the first baby at Mercy Hospital Oklahoma
City 50 years ago - in 1974 - when the hospital opened at its
current location in northwest Oklahoma City. VIEW MORE PICS
HERE: https://oknursingtimes.com/

TAKE YOUR NURSING CAREER
TO THE NEXT LEVEL!

Find out how Kramer School of Nursing can prepare you for each
step of your nursing career.

LPN-BSN Doctoral Programs

« In as little as 12 months! « Doctor of Nursing Practice (BSN-DNP):
FNP, AGACNP, and PMHNP

RN-BSN « Doctor of Nursing Practice Completion
(MSN-DNP): Executive Leadership, Clinical,

« In person or online . 5
P and Community-Based Public Health

 No nursing exams, no prerequisites,
competitive price « PhD and BSN-PhD
« Complete in two semesters

Master of Science in Nursing Oklahoma Cit}’

« Available online UNIVERSITY

« Nursing Education, Nursing Leadership and K g
ramer School rsin
Community Based Public Health amer School of Nurs 9

« Post Master’s Certificates:

Education and Leadership A
, okcu.edu/nursing
« Post Master’s Certificates: FNP, AGACNP,

and PMHNP

UNDERGRAD GRAD
405-208-5000 « admissions@okcu.edu 405-208-5094 « gadmissions(@okcu.edu

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING
IN OKLAHOMA CITY

Don't miss this rare opportunity to move
into our senior living community at a
discounted rate. Exceptional dining in our
signature eateries, engaging events, and

personalized care allow you to thrive.

This is HarborChase. Come celebrate with us.
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JxXHarborChase | woeemene,

Ce/eémﬁ'@ Sencor ﬁon@ / A0

South Oklahoma City
(405) 378-9768
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HSC College of Nursing Earns Key
Approvals for First Degree Programs

The University of North Texas
Health Science Center at Fort
Worth’s new College of Nursing
has received the necessary
approvals to accept students to its
first undergraduate and graduate
nursing degree programs this fall.

Both the Texas  Higher
Education Coordinating Board and
the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission
on Colleges recently approved a
Registered Nurse to Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (RN to BSN)
and a Master of Science in Nursing
(MSN) in  Nursing Practice
Innovation. Applications for both
programs close July 1, and the first
nursing students will start classes
in August.

“HSC’s focus with our College
of Nursing is to create the next
generation of nursing professionals
who are innovators,” said Cindy

Weston, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC,
CHSE, FAANP, FAAN, founding
dean of the college. “With these
approvals, we are ready to educate
new nurses and retain current
nursing professionals  through
upskilling and reskilling to improve
the health of our communities.”
The RN to BSN is for registered
nurses with an associate degree
whose next step is to earn a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing.
Students can earn their degree in
two semesters after completing 30
credit hours. All coursework will be
delivered online with some clinical
experiences provided at HSC's

on-campus Regional Simulation
Center.
The online MSN in Nursing

Practice Innovation is for nursing
professionals with a BSN wanting
to continue and expand their
education. It will incorporate five,

(e g
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16-week semesters and condensed part-time option also is available,
12-week summer semesters. A

Continued on next page

Call 405-701-2951 to
Schedule Your Tour

Carlstone senior living 1s a great place to
pal around, goof around, and of course, both.

¢ All Inclusive

® Pet Friendly

® Game Rooms

® Putting Green

® Restaurant - Open Dining
® Lounge Areas

® Elevators

® Gardening

® Transportation

* Weekly Housekeeping

¢ Cable/Internet

® Internet Access: High-Speed
® Valet Trash Service

® Washer and Dryers Included

COMMUNITY AMENITIES

APARTMENT AMENITIES

LUXURY SENIOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING IN
THE HEART OF NORMAN

SPECIAL

1 Bed / 1 Bath Apartment
$1999.00 for 6 months

Offer good thru April 30,
2024 with ad.

[ 01' #Jr\
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Friends right next door? Yes. Pal just down the hall? You betcha. And with a large variety of events, and great spaces
for socializing, it could be said that Carlstone is the most hip and happening place in all the OKC metro area. Okay,
maybe that's overstating it a bit, but only a bit. Come experience it for yourself with a tour.

M

Happiness and comfort. Found daily.
Carlstone, Active Adult Living Community

SCAN HERE TO

www.thecarlstone.com VIEW OUR
501 E Robinson St, Norman OK 405.701.2951 COMMUNITY
aPlaceforMom. Our beautiful apartments have quality CARLSTON E
ADULT COMMUNITY e

options to make you feel at home.
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ANA Doubles Down on
Advocacy Work During
Workplace Violence
Prevention Awareness Month

) ANA

AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION
Today,

the American Nurses
Association (ANA) submitted a
sign-on letter, with the support of
numerous nursing affiliates and
partner associations, to leaders of
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) urging them
to immediately release their proposed
workplace prevention standard. April
1 marks the first day of Workplace
Violence Prevention Awareness
Month, and ANA continues to raise
awareness and inspire action through
its advocacy and policy work.

This letter to OSHA comes a
year after the agency officially began
its rulemaking process to address
workplace violence in health care.
As workplace violence continues to
spike across the country, ANA is
gathering voices from across the nursing profession and country to push
OSHA to finish this critical work and implement a national standard that
comprehensive workplace violence prevention programs in all settings of
care. 59 constituent state nurse associations, organizational affiliates, and
partner nursing organizations all joined in support of this letter to demand
action.

“Workplace violence against health care professionals is wholly
unacceptable, yet 1 in 4 nurses are assaulted at work. This never-ending
battle to end the decades-long issue of workplace violence in health care,
requires urgent support from all leaders in policy, congress and among
health care employers as well as the enforcement of zero-tolerance policies
in every practice setting,” said ANA President Jennifer Mensik Kennedy,
PhD, MBA, RN, NEA, FAAN.

ANA Capitol Hill Briefing

On March 22, ANA led a Capitol Hill briefing, along with the leaders
of other professional organizations, to advocate for passage of federal
legislation to mitigate the frequency and severity of workplace violence in
health care. ANA leaders shared first-hand accounts and relevant data to
illustrate the significance of two bills pending in Congress — The Workplace
Violence Prevention for Health Care and Social Service Workers Act and
the Senate’s Safety From Violence for Healthcare Employees Act.

ANA’s Workplace Violence Committee

The National Workplace Violence Prevention Committee was created
to put practice into action by developing evidence-based solutions which
can be implemented within all organizations and health systems at the
organizational level. The committee is comprised of a diverse group of
experts who intend to move the needle to help health systems state-by-state
to reduce their workplace violence rates. The first official convening of this

ANA  President
Kennedy, PhD, MBA, RN, NEA, FAAN

Jennifer  Mensik

committee was on November 2023
with regular meetings scheduled
throughout the year.

“The time to act is now. We are
trying to send the message that we
will not sit back and allow nurses to
suffer any longer from a preventable,
but very serious issue. Numerous
lives have been negatively impacted
and even lost to workplace violence

within the health care setting. ANA
will continue to pull every lever
and exhaust every resource to end
this tragic cycle of violence,” said,
ANA Acting Chief Executive Officer
and Chief Nursing Officer Debbie
Hatmaker, PhD, RN, FAAN.

You can read the complete
sign-on letter that was delivered to
OSHA HERE.

HSC COLLEGE

Continued from Page 12

extending the program into seven
semesters. Students also will have
the flexibility to pursue certification
aligned with their area of
specialization.

The UNT System Board of
Regents approved the creation of
the HSC College of Nursing in
February 2023 to help address
the shortage of nurses in Texas.
In August, it approved the RN
to BSN and the MSN in Nursing
Practice Innovation. The Texas
Higher Education Coordinating
Board approved the degrees in
February. Approval by the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges
was the next step in the process,

and the HSC College of Nursing
learned the good news last week.

The College of Nursing also
is expected to offer two additional
degrees starting fall 2025. A
traditional BSN and an MSN in
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse
Practitioner are pending approval
from the Texas Board of Nursing,
the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board and the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on
Colleges.

HSC offers nursing scholarships
and awards that may cover up
to 100% of students’ out-of-pocket
tuition costs.

To apply or learn more about
HSC’s College of Nursing please
visit

https://www.unthsc.edu/nursing

(ot a Special Nursing Job?
LET US FEATURE IT!

Your Job will appear in our DIGITAL DESKTOP EDITION
EVERY WEEK, OUR JOB BOARD AND OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

For more details on Specialized jobs appearing in this issue
visit our Job Board at www.oknursingtimes.com/jobs

To get your Special Nursing job posted call
405-631-5100 ext 6 or email
advertising@okcnursingtimes.com

We do what no other recruitment vehicle does - LET US
ASSIGN A WRITER TO FEATURE YOUR FACILITY AT NO
CHARGE AND FIND THAT PASSIVE NURSE RECRUIT!

@klahoma's
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Welcome to a New Medical
Treatment covered
by Medicare

e Diabetic Neuropathy
e Chemo-Induced Neuropathy

e General Peripheral Neuropathy

This FDA cleared treatment solution

relieves pain & restores feeling without
medications or surgery and is covered
by Medicare, Medicaid, the VA and most
private insurances. Call today.

View our testimonials at
nerverenewalnow.com

Over 80% of patients report a significant

@ N erve Renewal reduction in pain. So don't feel trapped by

NEUROPATHY CLINIC ) ) ..
pain. Get back to moving and exercising

405.422.951 8 with your family and friends!
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